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Robert C. Hermes to Open 1952-53 


Sereen Tours in New London 


- 
— 


Fall, 1952 Number 3 


Sanctuary President 


J. Reid Johnson of Mystic was re- 
elected -president of the Pequot-sepos 
Wildlife Sanctuary at a meeting of the 
Board of Trustees immediately follow- 
ing the seventh annual meeting held 
on July 13, Mrs, Richard P, Grover of 
Mystic and Miss Pauline H, Dederer of 
New London were elected vice-presi- 
dents, Louis J, Darmstadt of Norwich 
was re-elected as Secretary and Carl 
H, Holdridge of Ledyard was again 
named as our treasurer, 


Atthe regular business session of the 


annual meetingDr, FredericC, Paffard 


of Stonington, Miss E, Frances Botsford 
andRalphC, Wadleigh of New London, 
were elected to the Board of Trustees, 
They were elected to fill the expired 
terms of Miss Pauline H, Dederer, Mrs, 
Roy W. Miner, and John B. Findlay, 
Cyril V. Moore was elected to fill the 


(See JOHNSON P. 4) | 


Robert C: Hermes checking his Kodak special, 
J. Reid Johnson Re-elected; Cartoon Contest for 


en 


High School Students 


Washington, D.C, -- The National 
Wildlife Federation has asked the high 
schou1 students of America to create a 
cartoon character which can be used to 
tell the story of conservation -- and of- 
fered prizes totaling $700 in a nation- 
wide contest, 

The cartoon contest will take the 
place of the annual conservation pos- 
ter contest which the Federation has 
sponsored for 15 years, Entries must be 
submitted by next Jan, 31 and winners 
will be announced during National 
Wildlife Week in March, 1953, 

As in the previous poster contests, 
the cartoon competition will be divided 
into junior-high and senior-high groups. 
Students anywhere in the United States, 
from the seventh grade through the last. 
year in high school, are eligible, 

First prize in the Junior division -- 
grades7, 8 and 9 -- is $100. The sec- 


"Bonaventure Diary" to be 
Presenteca in Buell Hall, 
Mon. Evening, Oct. 13. 


Robert C, Hermes, artist, lecturer, 
and nature photographer, will open the 
Sanctuary's 1952-53 Audubon Screen 
Tour programs at eight o'clock Mon- 
day evening, October 13, inBuell Hall, 
New London, He will present "Bona- 
venture Diary, " alecture and all-color 
motion picture of one of the greatest 
bird citieson the North American con- 
tinent, Tremendous hordes of crying, 
wheeling, seabirds - gannets, kittiwake 
gulls, murres, puffins, andrazor-billed 
auks - inhabit this beautiful little island 
just off the riorth shore of Gaspe Penin- 
sula, 

This Audubon Screen Tour not only 
takes you to the heart of the great bird 
colony, but shows the rural beauty of 
this lovely little island with its old- 
world customs and traditions, From the 
village of Bonaventure, on the shore- 
ward side of the island, one may travel 
along a grass-grown road between quaint 
fisher-folk houses and garden patches; 
through fields bright with daisies, and 
meadows purple with iris; to wooded 
hills leading to the cliffs below which 
the seabirds dwell, 

Vast numbers of the pure white gan- 
nets, with their black-tipped wings, 
crowd the cliff ledges until there seems 
no room for more, but still they come 
flyingin, There is the courtship dance 
of the gannets, their odd little bows 
and curtsies; how they fly; how they 
feed their young, Away from the bird 
colony....a crab burying itself in the 


sand; underwater views of a starfish; the 


traditional splitting of the cod on the 
beach; and the magnificent island of 
Bonaventure in the background, 

When you have seen all the color and 
activity of this film, you will agree 
with our interpreter that Bonaventure 
is"a. . , natural expression fora hap- 


(See CONTEST P. 2) | py landfall!" 
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Published quarterly, Spring, Summer, Fall - 
by the att, ta 
y 


and ‘Winter, 


“Sanctuary, Inc., onn. 


tic, 


A Statement of Purpose: | 


We want this publication to be of the utmost 
sciviee to you—to keep you informed con- 
cerning activities at the pluie & and in 
your community; to invite your par icipation 
in these activities; and to provide you with 
general articles of education and inspiration 
regarding conservation subjects. Won’t you 
drop us a lire and tell us what you would 
‘like to see published? We would appreci- 
ate at, 


TLaok 


You have undoubtedly noticed that 
this issue of Pequot Trails is consider- 
ably different from any previous issue, 
‘Rather than being of the regularly 
printed type as used previously, this is- 
gue was done through the medium of 
Offset Lithography. 

We aretrying this new medium for a 
number of reasons, It will give us more 
freedom with the use of photographs, 
drawings, anddecorations, without the 
heretofore prohibitive expense of hav- 
ing line cuts made, After an issue or 
two, we feel that we will be able to 
give you a paper that is both more at- 
‘tractive and more informative, We are 
planning to use more photographs to il- 
lustrate happenings and events here at 
the Sanctuary. Also, this new medium 
promises to be a bit more economical 
than regular printing. We will be glad 
to hear your comments concerning our 
new look, 


Chirp and Chat 


In 1935 only 73 trumpeter swans were 
left alive in the United States, Larger 
numbers existedin Canada, but every- 
where the great birds were becoming 
scarce, One month ago the U, S, Fish 
and Wildlife Service announced the re- 
sulis of the 1952 trumpeter swan cen- 
sus, The count showed 571 birds, an 
' increase of 36 over last year... The Key 
deer of Florida is about where the trum - 
peter swan was 17 years ago, Only about 
50 of the little animals remain alive, 
A bill to establish a key deer refuge 


Our New 


failed to pass the last session of Con-' 


gress but will be introduced next ses- 
sion, .. Writeyour congressman and get 
a copy of the 1952 yearbook of agri- 
culture titled “Insects,"...A black- 


throated blue warbler entered the Sanc-_ 


tuary bird list the hard way - he flew 
into the window, was stunned, and af- 
ter being banded was on his way south- 


os~Wildlife — 


‘CONTEST 
(From P. 1). 


ond best entry will win $50; third, $25; 


the next ten best, $10 each, 

Top winner in the Senior division -- 
grades10, 11 and 12 -- will get $250, 
Second prize is $50; third, $25; next 
ten, $10 each, 

The Federation said the contest was 
inspired by the success of. "Smokey 
Bear, " the cartoon character developed 
by the U,S, Forest Service in its ad- 
vertising campaign to prevent forest 
fires, The wildlife organization hopes 


to find a similar cartoon symbol which 
can be used to urge Americans to take 
care of their natural resources, 

The Federation had these suggestions 
for young artists: 3 

Entries may be a caricature of an 
animal or person, or the personification 
of an animalin the manner of a Disney 
character, It cautioned, however, 
against copying the style of another 
artist. In order to win, an entry must 
be original in design. 


The cartoon character may be de- 
picted in an action or pose suggestive 
of some conservation problem or prac- 
tice and should be accompanied by an 
appropriate legend or slogan, The 
theme maybe soil conservation, forest- 
ry, water pollution control, flood pre- 
vention, protection of wildlife or plant 
life, or another phase of natural re- 
source Managemenf, 


The drawing should be done in pen 
and ink, pencil, charcoal, scratch- 
board, water color, or other standard 
medium suitable for reproduction in a 
newspaper or magazine. 


For a copy ot the contest rules and 
other information, write to the Cartoon 
Contest, National Wildlife Federation, 
3308 Fourteenth Street, N.W., Wash- 
ington 10, D.C. 


wardagain,..Ablack skimmer was ob- 
served at Napatree Point on August 25 
....Goldfinches in North Stonington 
are becoming dope addicts, Mr. and 
Mrs, Ivor Partington-report them feed- 
ing on poppy seeds and becoming so 
affected that they could scarcely na- 
vigate,,.The New England branch of 
the Association of American Museums 
will meet in Plymouth, Mass, on Sep- 
tember 26 and27....The National Au- 
dubon Society's 48th annual convention 
will be held in New York from Novem- 
ber 15th through the 18th....A special 
meeting of the Sanctuary's Trustees was 
held on Tuesday evening Sept. 9 at the 
home of our Vice President, Mrs, Ri- 
chard P. Grover, The meeting was for 
the purpose of selecting committee per- 
sonnel - we know you'il be glad to 
help, 


Pequot Trails 


Great Horned Owl. 


Is Big Attraction 


“Chop-Chop, " the 
; greathorned owl now 
,tesiding in the large 
cage just outside the 


™ tractions atthe Sanc- 
F tuary,. Perhaps it's be- 
_cause many people 


es pee likenessinhis usually 
dignified and stately character, One 
visitor was heard to remark, “He re- 
minds me of my old school teacher, " 
Another one said, “He looks exactly 
like a banker, 1 know," Still anothe 


‘said, "Reminds me of Judge ------ c 


"Chop-Chop”" is an exceptionally fine. 
specimen. He was obtained virtually 
uninjured from our local game warden, 
Louis Bayer of North Stonington, Prior 
to thishe spent much of his time as one 
of the chief attractions at sportsmen's 
shows and similar exhibitions, He is 
kept inexceptionally fine feather 


‘through a diet of horse meat, liver, and 


anecessary amount of fresh meat con- 
tainingbone, fur, or feathers, Most of 


the latter can be obtained from high- 


way Casualties, 


Conservation Pledges 


Available 


: I GIVE MY - 
PLEDGE AS AN AMERICAN r 
* TO SAVE AND FAITHFULLY TO * 
DEFEND FROM WASTE THE 

‘ NATURAL RESOURCES OF . 


MY COUNTRY = ITS SOIL 
AND MINERALS, ITS 
R FORESTS, WATERS, 
* AND WILDLIFE * 


* * 
* 
* 


* 


La oe. Fae a 


The Sanctuary has approximately 
200 conservation pledges similar to the 
one reproduced here still available for 
free distribution, They are 8 1/2" X 11" 
in size and are blue and gold against a 
white background, Any number of these 
pledges will be given to school classes 
or youth groups desiring to use them in 
connection with aconservation project, 
Just drop a card to the Sanctuary and 
let us know how many you can use, 
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HOW IS IT 


of these fish is caught se 
bill while another is added to the catch, This is but one of the interesting traits of 
the puffin, which somewhat resembles the penguins of the 


naventure Diary 
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Parately, yet is retained in the 
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antarctic, although it 


isa bird of the rocky ledges in the north, (Photo courtesy of Nat'l, Audubon Soc, ). 


Conservation in Print 


Rather thanreview one or two recent 
nature books, as is our custom in this 
column, we thought you would like to 
read a little about our own friend and 
neighbor, Latham Avery of Ledyard, 
Mr. Avery and his 250-acre dairy farm 
were the main features of an article 
written by Adele Erisman and recent- 
ly published in “Eastern States Coop- 
erator," It is from that article that we 
have gleamed most of the news about 
our neighbor, 

In reading the article we soon learn 
that Mr, Avery is a very versatile fel- 
low, We are immediately aware that 
he is keenly interested in the conser- 
vation of all our natural resources, In 
fact, the wildlife and timber on Mr, 
Avery'sfarm are managed and harves- 
ted similar to other cropshe might grow, 
His soil is conserved through the plant- 
ing of cover crops, windbreaks, and 
hedges, During periods of drought, ex- 
tra water for irrigation purposes can be 
pumped from his own ponds at the rate 
of 500 gallons per minute, , 

As you read "Something of a Water 
Farmer" you are soon impressed by Mr, 
Avery's vast and workable knowledge 
of allnature, You learn about wildlife, 
plant life, trees and shrubs, You learn 
what to plant and what not to plant for 
the benefit of pond wildlife, He is an 
ecologist with an uncanny knack of do- 
ingthings “according to the book" and 
having them work just like they are 
supposed to, 


Audubon 
Screen Tour Schedule 
1952-53 Season 


ROBERT C, HERMES 

"Bonaventure Diary" 

Monday, October 13 
8:00 p,m, 


LAUREL REYNOLDS 
“Western Discovery" 
Tuesday, November 1] 
8:00 p.m, 


ALLAN CRUICKSHANK 
"Santa Lucia Sea Cliffs" 
Sunday, February 1 
3:00 p,m, 


ALFRED M, BAILEY 
"High Country" 
Tuesday, March 3 
8:00 p.m, 


ALEXANDER SPRUNT, JR. 
"Wing Havens" 
Wednesday, May 6 
8:00 p.m, 

As previously announced, all pro- 
grams wili be held at Buell Hall, Wil- 
liams Memorial Institute, New London, 
We will again have the use of excep- 
tionally fine projection equipment - 16 
mm, carbon-arc, This assures us of a 
full screen of brilliant color making our 
programs more beautiful and entertain- 
ing, 

The prices for this season's tickets 


(See SCHEDULE P, 4). 


To Napatree Point 
by Adele Erisman 


We set out on the finest day of the 
year, Thursday, September 4, to see 
the birds on Napatree point. I'd never 
been all the way around that narrow 
strip of barrier beach before although I 
knew its eastern end well where I had 
always enjoyed the piping plover and 
spotted sandpiper that Managed to nest 
there, | eet | 

Almost at once we saw black-neck- 
laced semi-palmated sandpipers run- 
ning ahead of us along the Sound-side 
as we knew they would. (No piping plo- 
ver on this trip, evidently they had 
already moved on for the winter,) — 

A great flock of commontern, laugh- 
ing gull, herring gull and least tern 
circled overhead enjoying the. abun~ 
dance of the little silvery fish called 
shiners, The terns were still feeding 
their young on these fish although the 
birds of the year were strong and. seemed 
quite able to feed themselves by this 
time, (The least tern always nests here, 
but the common tern uses rocky islands 


_like the one off Noank that we call Tern 


Island), 

The small, graceful laughing gulls 
with white tails and narrow white bands 
on their dark wings were easy to dis- 
tinguish from the commoner herring 
and black-backed gulls, 

As we watched the peaceful tern co- 
lonies on the beach ahead of us we sud- 
denly saw a dark dramatic flash of 
pointed wings and the purposeful flight 
of a pigeon hawk in pursuit of a tern, 
The whole tern colony rose and circled 
in the air as the harrier gave chase but 
he gave up after a few seconds, Per- 
haps he was just practicing or he may 
have been confused by the great mill- 
ing flock, I rather think hawks succeed 
better when they select a single bird 


that has become separated from his 


neighbors, 

The charming, pale sanderlings were 
commonest of the sandpipers and fed 
busily, and tamely, along with the 
black bellied plover, which were also 
common and which we saw in three 
Plumages, summer, moulting and fall 
(the latter without any black at all on 
the belly). 3 

We spotted two prairie horned larks 
hiding under the shade of a weed, They 
finally walked around a bit for us, 

-Aswe neared the point we found the 
lovely slender willet with his decep- 
tively dull back that flashes into bril- 
liant black and white pattern in flight; 
We also heard his sweet call, A few 
lesser’ yellow-legs were wading there, 
along with the plump and spectacular 
red-leggedruddy turnstones, and a few 
of the "peeps" (an inclusive name for 
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Laurel Reynolds 


Here November 11 


* "+ Laurel Reynolds of 
...* Piedmont, California 
-.. Will present the second 
s Screen Tour of the cur- 
‘{rent season, She will 
lecture and show her 
latest all-color motion 
Picture “Western Dis- 
covery" in Buell Hall 
on Tuesday evening, 
a La November 11. 

No more appropriate title could have 
been chosen for a film which discovers 
and explores in color film the glorious 
beauty and interesting wild animals of 
the Pacific Coast, Following the trail 
of Cortez, Sir Francis Drake, Lewis and 
Clark, Laurel Reynolds has focused her 
camera from Mexicoto Puget Sound on 
giant elephant seals, killer whales, 
porpoises and the rarely seen nocturnal 
murrelets and auklets --- birds that 
raise their young in burrows on remote 
Mexican Islands, 

This journey of "western discovery" 
ends in a superb climax of color pho- 
tography in which, from dawn to dusk, 
all the wild spirit and loveliness of birds 
in a waterfowl refuge has been caught 
andrecorded ina great living drama of 
the out-of-doors, ; 


SCHEDULE 
(From P. 38) 


remain the same except for an addi- 
tional 14¢ added to the price of student 
tickets, The prices for this season's 
tickets are as follows: 

Screen Tour Patrol (includes 2 season 
SME TEE ims ban Kins. 0a wi dipkrcaee oes DELON 
Sanctuary Member's Season Ticker 
‘kaw ARE wie ese oe vice Wiese mse o9-on PaO 
Non-member's Season Ticket. $4, 80 
Adult's Single admission Ticket $1, 20 
Student's Single Admission Ticket .50 
NOTE: Any order of $6.00 or more will 
classify you as a Patron and your name 
will be included on our Patron's list, 


Use our own 
Sanctuary Mixture 
No fillers - every grain 


: edible 
2 Available at the 
Per pound Sanctuary in 5 Ib. 
lots, 


Order. yours now! 


Meadows of the Sea 


by Pauline Dederer 


You've been sailing, fishing, swim- 
ming, or perhaps beach-combing for 
driftwood, but have you heard about 
the sport of "sea-combing?" This is how 
it is done: We trail a fine-meshed net 
bagbehind our boat near the surface of 
the sea fora half-hour or more, and on 
returning to the shore we carefully 
Scrape the grayish mass sticking to the 
bag into a shallow dish of sea water. 
Now with a microscope we can examine 
a sample of this "sea-soup” or plank- 
ton, and we will be introduced to a 
strange new world in miniature, Here 
are a few samples of what we might 


see; Many kinds of transparent shrimp-. 


like creatures, amongthema one-eyed 
creature named Cyclops, for he has 
only one eye in the middle of his head, 
Two plume-like antennae, and several 
Pairs of legs and leaf-like flaps, are 
characteristic of this group, Most of the 
population in our dish will probably be 
made up of eggs and immature young 
of jelly-fish, clams, oysters, snails, 
worms, Crustacea, starfish, and fish. 
In nearly all of these groups there is 
a striking sea-change during develop- 
ment, The lobster, for example, when 


it emerges from the egg, is less than a 


half-inch long, and quite different from 
its parent. When a year old; it is about 
two inchesin length, and many are the 
molts and hazards of its life before it 
will grace our table, 

You would not recognize a flounder 
should you see it when a few days old, 
Itisa perfectly symmetrical fish about 
one-eighth inch long, and almost trans- 
parent, Its big black eyes staring to 
right and left, seem absurdly large for 
the tiny body, This creature, too, un- 
dergoes a sea-change, bothin form and 
habit. He no longer swims at the sur- 


JOHNSON 
(From P. i) 


unexpiredterm of Mrs, Arthur M, Cot- 
trell; >: 

Reports at the annual meeting showed 
a continued increase in our educational 
Programs. More children and adults 
benefited by our activities than during 
any previous year, It was stressed by our 
curator, however, that emphasis this 
coming year shouldbe on the improve- 
ment of our property, Especially men- 
tioned were the need for at least one 
pond and for a more intensive program 
of planting for wildlife benefits, 

Despite the 90 degree temperature, 
many members toured the nature trails, 
forestry area, and trailside museum. A 
picnic supper was servéd to more than 
125 members and friends, Colored mo- 
tion pictures concluded the seventh an- 
nual meeting, | 


Pequot Trails 


face of the sea, and as he seeks the- 


bottom, radical indeed are the chan- 
ges, His left eye gradually moves over 
to lienearthe other his body becomes 
flattened - andtherehe is - a flat-fish 
floundering on his pale left side, with 
both eyes in good working order on the 
right pigmented side! 

Swimmers and darters and clumsy 
squirmers among the welter of life in 
our dish, bump into or avoid, or may- 
be devour, many graceful forms of 
plant life. Some of the single or two- 
celled plants are elegant in contour, 
brilliant emerald crescents of the des- 
mid family, and diatoms, brown or 
yellow protoplasmic dots enclosed in 
little jewel caskets of silica, ornamen- 
ted with intricate etched or sculptured 
patterns, Other plants are in colonies, 
spherical masses of jelly in which ma-~ 
ny minute oval individuals are embed= 
ded, each equipped with long lashes 
that whirl the colony through the water. 
These organisms are the star mathe- 
maticians of the marine world, for they 
multiply by simple division, thus adding 
to their numbers - but the process of 
subtraction is completed by the hordes 
of creatures that feed upon them, 


Every season is harvest-time in the — 


boundless meadows of the sea, but the 
crop is variable, There is a chain of 
life which runs somewhat like this: Sun- 
ny days favor the growth of simple plant 
life, food for the small crustacea, which 
are food for fishes, inturn food for man, 
So although "sea-soup" is not our own 
menu as such, we share indirectly in 
its dividends, 


HIKE 
(From P. 3) 


three species of small sandpiper so alike 


that they are best identified only inthe 
hand), 

‘On our return over the big rocks on 
the ocean side, a lone phoebe was feed- 
ing lazily on Bote hope) mosquitoes, and 
the air was full of swallows, the light 
too strong to see whether there were 
bank andrough-winged mixed with the 
tree and barn swallows, Double-crested 
cormorants sat like self-conscious de- 
corations on piles out in the water, 

Then the birds grew scarce until we 
were nearly back to our starting place 
where the gulls and terns were still busy, 
There we spotted about ten common 
loons resting on the ocean, probably 
sated with shiners, 

Our trip was not spectacular from a 
bird-watcher's point-of-view, There 
were some species missing that we hoped 
to find, but still we had the drama of 
the pigeon hawk to remember and the 
beauty of the sky, sand, wind, sun, 
rocks and birds all of which left a bril- 
liant impression of a day on one of our 
best shorebird areas, still comparatively 
unspoiled and unmolested, (Oh mny ach- 
ing feet!) 
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